5 Sfite of Nonbampen LE 


From the beginning of the 


FIRE 


Sept, zoth 16 75. to Nov. xt. 


Repreſaqged ina Letter to'a Frx1END 
in LoNÞD o N.; And now recommen- 
_ ded to all well diſpoſed Perſons, in _ 
order to Chriſtian-Eharity, arid ſpee- 
dy_ Relief for the Cad diſtreſſed 
Town and People. 


DE ——— 


By a. Country Miniter 


Ir 


Licenſed, Nov. 22, 1675. Roger L'eſtrange, 


« ; . 


LOND ON, ; 


Printed for Jonathan Robinſon)*ax the Golden Lion in St. 
Pauls Churchyard, and William Cotheraine Book- 
ſeller j in NORTH 4 MPTON. 1675. 
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VVYC ere ev vey 


- THE 
State of Northamron 
. FROM 


Thebeginning of the Fire, Sept.2oth, 
1675, to Nov. the eth.&c. 


SIR, ... 


SAEED ED + EF I had not expeRted a true and full Ac- 


yl count of the beginning and Progreſs ._ 


of the dreadful Fire at Norrhampren, as 
alſo of the. Loſſes, State, and Relief 
| of that diſtreſſed People, from a taith- 


red to have prepared this, ſuch as it is, ſooner for 
your ſatisfaion. T do not pretend to inform. you 
with every Circumſtance and Accident, that's - not to 


be looked for ; Becauſe I know.none that had ſu much 


leiſure from their own or other Mens Conce:nments,as 
to obſerve and trace the Motions of that terrible Ele- 
ment, which-was that day carried up and dywn. upon 
the Wings of a. ſtrong and- violent Wing, | And ig- 
deed;-1 find in mine own diligent enquiry, even. qt an- 
derſtanding Men, that it is as impofiible tor a Man who 
imploys all his endeavours to ſave-his own Goods and 
Lite in one patrt of a Street, to tell. me .when;and in 
what Houſe the Fire brake ,qut :in another place..di- 

= A323 ER ſtant 


* 


" ful and able hand, I ſhould have l:bou- 


ſtant from him, as it is wet Soldier, whoſe Life is &n- 

gaged in a narrow particular Station, to relate what was 

out of his ſight, done in every Wing, in every Regi- 

; ment, Troopor Company» much more iwevery Rank 

and File of the whole Army, at once engaged and 

ſpread over all the Field, -as this Fire was fpread over 

the Body, -and all parts of the Town. The All-ſee- 

ing Eye of the -Lord of theſe mighty Hoſts of Fire 

' and Wind, can give an exact and perfed Story of e- 

very particular Action of that fatal Day. .No:one 

Man can, nor many Men apart, becauſe they. were 

not in every place, nor obſerved all things, but as each 

one gives in his Obſervation z which maſt be gathered 

together to make a Story, ſo it muſt be taken up. And 

| this I aflure- you, that Igathered theſe Þollowing paſ- 

| fages, as well as I was able, and from perſons as able 

| to inform me, and as diſtin&ly related, as can be ex- 

peted from perſons under the diſorders of Care, Fear, 
and Amazemenr'at the ſime time. | 
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| \ _ © That I may repreſent Northampros in its Ruines, it 
|. - Peirimion ray not be amiſs to preſent the Figure and Scituation 
of the Town, 


| 

of it as it” ſtood and flouriſhed , becauſe ſome may 
peruſe theſe lines, that knew it not, and the better 
conceive” the courſe of the Fire, which I ſhall ſhew 

you,” and the great alteration of ir; from a Beautiful 

Town, to Pitts and Rubbiſh, Northampton might 
well contend with the beſt Inland-City or Town, that 

15 rtbt ſeated upon a Navigable River, for ſweet and 
wholtom Air, pleaſantneſs of Scituation, plenty and 

7 cheapneſs of -Corn and Butchers Meat, good ancient 
Buildings, dry and commodious Cellarages broad and 

cleanly Streets, a:ſpacious Market-Hil),. fine and pro- 

fitable Gardens and Orchards, within the Walls(while 

it was Beautified and honoured with their ftanding.) 

| * . The 


divided into Eaſt and Weſt ; 


| WO: 

The Profpedt of it was very elightful from Queens- 
Croſs, which ſtands upon a Hill in Londo»-Road,with- 
in a Mile diſtance from ir. You come down from that 
Croſs to a Batcom, called Cottox-end, and from thence, 
paſſing a fair Stone-Bridg over the River ez or Nine, 
you entred the Town on a flat, till you come within 
the South-Gate, and thence- keeping the Northern- 
Road, you went. out at the North-Gate, overcoming 
three Aſcents,” The firſt in the Bridg-ſtreet, as ſome- 
what ſtcep, but was made caſie by the diverting ſight of 
youu Buildings on either hand, and a neat Front on 
the top of that Street. You might obſerve the Town 

wy Welt-Gate through 


the Gold-Street by St. Peters Church, to: the Ealſt- 


Gate fetching a little compaſs by A/l-Hallows Church, 
through Abingdon-Street near St, Geles's Ghurch. From 


the top of the firſt Aſcent, leaving on the right hand 
that great and well-built Church, 4/-Haltows, the 
chief in the Town, you come into the Drapery, a 
broad; and for the moſt part a well-built Street, and 
finely fronted with graceful Houſes ; on the Right- 
hank of which, was one of the beſt open-Market-pla- 


.ces in England. -This ſecond. Aſcent was more eaſy 


and leiſurely than the former, and turning a little on 
the-Left-hand, you went through the Sheep-Street, up 
a moderate Aſcent to the North-Gate, having St. Se- 
pulchres Church on the Right-hand, - By this Deſcrip- 


 fion ofthe Town, you imagine that it ſtood on aſide 


of a Hill, facing the South-Sun, and that the middle, 
and loweſt -part was ſheltered from the North-Wind:: 
That it was divided into four Quarters, had four great 
Gates, Eaſt, Weſt, Nor:h and South, andihad a Chuich: 
in every Quarter, only '4{-Halows: ftood” Southward, 


and near the heart of the Town. The. civil Diviſion 
of 


Of which ſe 
Mr ,Cambdt 


6) 
of it was into five Wards. diſtinguiſhed from the-four 
Winds or Quarters, and the was. the Chequer- 
Ward inthe middle. | : 
\Þ And now 1 may ſay what, and more than the Men . 
of Jericho Taid to Eliſha, The Scituation- is pleaſant, - 
but the Water is naught and the Ground barren; MNoy- 
thampton was Beautiful for the Scituation, the Water 
good, and-the Ground about it rich. It ſtood above 
the River, which ran in the .Soxzh,. beating on both 
ſides upon very rich Meadow down quite to Pererbo- 
| row: And at which Gate ſoeyer you went out, you 
l went out of a ſweet Towninto a rich and noble Cham- 


n. | | 
\.p overthrows "Te now (alas | ) the*Glory. and Beauty of it, is WV 
f more than ſcorched with Fire,it is vaniſhed into Smoak. 
| The great and.goodly Church is become its own Se- | 
pulchre, and the Cellars the Graves and Pits | into ag 
which the beſt contrived Dwellirigs are tumbled and 
hurried, 4t was a City,upon a Hill, but now God 
hath curnedit into a burning.Beacun, to give warning 
to Towns and Cities of Judgments that may ſudden» 
ly invade them, and break in upon them,. excepsthey 
receive and obey his Laws,- and ceaſe to provoke him, 
by their tolerated Diſobedience. God began with 
Londen, is:come as far as Northampton to execute this 
Judgments, who knows whither he will Ridenext'in 
a Burning Charior, and where he will make an end * 
Were«hole Citizens and theſe Townſmen ſinners above 
all Men 2.1 tell you, Nay, but except you repent,e+c. 
Have'nat:you your fins alſo! yea, London-lins as rife 
as Faſhions / Nothing hath happened'to thembut:whar 
may becommon to you, when ever God's:forbearance 
is come uptoaniend. The Heart of Londor, and the 
Heart of [fort hampton, were Burnt out in the ſame 
Month, 


| | ) | 
Month + who FERPORs. themſelyes tilt Seprembey 
come about again from the fame, or as: great a Judg- 
ment, if you flight theſe Warnings? - ; - 

- God who hath ſet the Bounds of our Habitations, 
hath ſer down with himſelf the Term of our Poſſeſſion 
of them, Every Man hath his appointed time, which 
takes in Means and Ways of coming to his ſtated Pe- - 
riod; ſo have Societies and Corporations of Men their - 
appointed times ; a time to Grow, and a time to De- 
cay, (they are ſubje& to Conſumptions and Feavers) ; 
thus ſtrong and high they ſhall grow-in numbers of 
Men, and Proſperity z thus long they ſhall continue, 
and no longer. And what time ſoever- God ſpeaks 
concerning a Nation, a City, a Palace, 'yea, a Cot- 
tage;to pluck up and pull down ;. he ſpeaks to the Fire, 
Burn, to the Wind, Blow, and carry it whither T will : 
Here it ſh1ll cake, there burn, and here ic ſhall ſtop, 

The utmoſt term that God would grant for Northamp- rhe ny. 

For to continue as it was, was the Twentieth day of Sep. © 
tember,1675.Hundreds of Inhabitants were turned out 
of their Houſes, upon a listle or no Warning at all, 
To ſomethe Sovereign Lord would not grant {þ much 
as leaye- to remove cheis Goods of his Ground; not fo 
much as a Bed to lie on, or'a Garment to ſhift: them, 
not a Stool to fiton, nor a Diſh to eat in. -'To others 
he'was pleaſed to allow a few Hours (of Terror and 
Diſtraction) to remove and be gone; but he would not 
be.catreated to give his deareſt -Servants, not another 

Day, not that Night, nonot that Afternoon, | 

God called for a ſtrong Weſt-wind to be ready at his Men: 4nd 
Command, to carry a dreadful Fire whither he would 7"//577n 
have it, The unhappy Inſtrutnent of that DeſtruRti- where the Zire 
on was ſaid to be an infamous and common Woman, 2" 
who lived in the end of St, Muries-ſtreer, ou the 

| altle 


[pl 


| *he time of 
| he Day. 


| The Progreſs 
| of #t- 


- conſuming Fire. 


Pe WE 
Caſtle '(in the Weſt.) the manner (thus, 'as Ham in- 
formed upon the place) ſhe had ſomething boyling on 


- a Fire, and left the Fire careleſly, and went to the next 


Houſe ; when ſhe had been there a little while,” ſhe 
ſaid to her Companion, I will go and fetch my Child, 
and in a moment, finding her Houſe on fire, it feems 


took up her Baſtzrd, and ran" out, and away, crying, þ. 


'T ſhall be Hang'd, I ſhall be Hang'd. She is not yet're- 
turned, nor found, to tell us what ſhe did. That Street 


| was full upon the Wind, far from help, and the Prin- 


ons part of the Town, ' which was to be the Theatre 
of Judgment, and conſiſted of the poorer ſort of 
Houſes, - Thatcht with Straw, fit matter to kindle a: 


The Fire brake out about: half an hour paſt Eleven, 


came on directly to the back part of the Horſe-Market, 


ſtrengthening it ſelf with Ricks of Corn:and Maltings,; 


it ſpread out its Wing to the South, and-lower endof - 


that Market. The hideous Cry 6KNEire, Fire, came: 
up poſt to Town: but when fome heard it was ſo far. 


off, and in meaner Dwellings, they made the lighter. | 


of it; and others hoped it might ſpendit ſelf-and go' 
na ih a large Cherry-Ground,- and other Orchards in 
the Way. | EN ens 7 T1 
All-hallows Bells jangled their laſt and doleful Knel!, 
preſently after the:Chimes had gone Twelve in a more 
pleaſant Tune': And ſoon after the Wind which did 
flie ſwifter than Horſe-men, carried the Fire near the 
Dern-Gate, at leaſt half a Mile from the place where 
it began, and into St. Gzles-ſtreer in the Eaſt, 'and 
conſumed every Houſe therein, ſave one (formesly i 
Gate-Houſe) whoſe end-Walls were higher than the 
Roof, and by them preſerved. When ſome that were 
frong and active, ſaw the ſtreams of Fire driven _ 
ore 
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fore an-imperuous'Wind, ſeeing thatrnothing was like 
to ſtand before it, they madeallhaſte to ſhift tor them-! 
ſelves; and to ſavetheir Goods. All hands and arms: 
were full, - all buſic in laying out, and miſlaying whar 
they ſhall-never ſee again. Some active Men did la- 
bour all.they could -to ſave ome Houſes; But whar: 
could -be done: in ſuch: a, ſudden Surprize:*. when. ſo! 
many Places were on-Fire at once, and ſo many: Tim- 
ber Buildivgs were as fuel dricd, and laid in for this 
dreadful Fire, Wn h; 

; Same that conſider not the confounding; Circum- The rioleace - 


 fances-that People were under, haye been apt to caſt? #** Fire. 


upon:them the blame of | Diſpair and Negligence: but: 
they-muſt be filept,- when they believe upon the word 
of all I .ſpake: with, that all that's Burnt, was irreſi-/ - 
ſtiþly gone in three Hours time ; alchough I knqw that) 
every Houſe was not Burnt in that time, for ſome few 
did notbegjh to Burn till Six a Clock' at Night, but it 
was too ſtrong to be with-ſtgod, -and paſt hope of be- - 
ing ſaved by that time, - Had it been a leiſurely Fire, 
proceeding in order of Houſes and Streets, then Buc- 
kets might have quenchtthe Thirſt of a dry and greedy 
Element ; then one Houſe: might have been Blown up. 
in Sacrifice, to haveſaveda Street:- but this Fire would: 
have ſcorned an Engine, nothing lefs than the open- 
ing of Windows in Heaven could, have quenght its; 
Rage. - Houſes were caſually-Blown' up)by Barrels of: 
Powder, laid up forSale, but the Fire kept up-its Fury. 
and its Way for all that, Totalknowot Engins, and 


- Blowing up. of Houſes, are but Suppoſitions, which, 


could not then preſerve a Houſe any more {than now- 
Rebuild one,' We may as wiſely ſay,” had it Rained: 
all that day, the Town might have: been ſaved from. 


Burning. .. f 25] 
7 B Di- 


—— 
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. Diſtracted People f How bulie were they in 


ingout their Goods, labouring eo be beforehand wich 
the fwift Deſtroyer, that came upon ſome of them; 
before their Fears hadnotice of it,” : The” Fire was fled 
oyer the Town, but did not forg 
therefore brake - over the 
ſciſed uporithe Collede-Lent,” and 'tinding there great 
quantities'of Oyl-and Tallow, 'and/ other combuitible 
Matter, brake -upon the' back-fide of the Drapery in 


Care of Gods, 2 \ittle time. 


et what tthad'to do, and 
fpacious planted: Grounds, 


Some threw their Goods inco their Cel. 


- Jars 3 there or no where ; ſome into the Church” (that 


-+ had more time and leiſure than the former) in which 


they were conſumed with ic ; - Others into:the:Church- 
yard, and were there tumed to Aſhes. The ſpacious 
Market-Hill was covered with all ſorts of. Wares and 
Goods, theſe the 
leave one x | | 
with a Wall of Fire, and-only' one title Diyor-of B- 
ſcape left them to tun out at, | 
the- only” Hoaſe that ſtands in all that Row, having no 


ed Owners were forced to 
another, when they were--entloſed 


by Dr.-Dawver's Houſe; 


Neighbour-dwelling to bear it company,nor Qut-offices 


ro ſerve insneceities.they being'b 
_ ly:preſerved, Some had better k 
ences of 'Orchards and-Cloffes than others had; ſome 
more time than others, - or elſe-the Loſs had been vaſtly 
greater, Andalth 
many Goods (it 


beirig'buenyg; arid icſelf hard- 
elp, bertec coveni- 


the Fire ſpoiledand conſumed 
ar ofs nor Pump,” nor 
draw into the Matket-place forthe Seffions- 


Houſe); yet what the Fire ſpared in that and other Pla- 
ces, cruel Thieves, that come.in to fpoil che Spoiled, 
were _ Mercileſs than a mercileſs Fire, -' May 
ſtolen 


—_ 


ever elſe theſe Men of Prey took by Fraud, 
itter, hot, cold, and uneafie to them, till they 
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have caſed their Conſciences of fo great a Guile,” But 
Divine Juſtice will cake a Courſe with them, ina more , 
dzeadful Day than that was, except they Repent; Rie- - 
ſtore, -give-Satisfaction, ; or be Forgiven, - . '!-' 7 
. Sir,” Fknow you can underſtand without my telling 7% 2ofr44%- 
you, that-this miſerable People were loth to leave their ,.,,/ - zep- 
convenient-and. comfortable Dwellings, 'but more loth i; People 4s 
to loſe. their Wares and Goodsz but they were forcedto /*"*** 
leave the one to-a Fire that would have them, and at 
laſt forced to leave both Houſe, and Shop, and Goods, 
to ſave their Lives. Give me leave to try, if I can 
make you ſenſible of their Condition, in a 'Dult and 
Miſty and -Cold repreſentation of 'it: For a lively 
Image I cannot draw,. becauſe my Boſom cannot hold 
their Paſhons, nor my Pen weep out their Tears. 'No 
words can tepart. the Cries, Fears, Dangers, Diſtra- 
ions, Caretulneſs, and Amazedneſs of Young and 
Old, that doletul Day. Oh ! the Roaring of Fire and 
Wind,: what a Thunder in the Air | What/Clouds of 
Snioak |! What tearing cracks of Timber ! Ancienc 
Couples, - Beams and Walls keeping cloſe to one-an- 
other;till forced co part,ſufferiig themſclves tor be bfrne 
Inch by-lach before they.could | be ſeparated / But whar 
were. theſe tothe morei{enſible Out.crys of a People 
decreedto Ruine2 If you will carry Wind and Flatnes 
and Burning-Houſes up and down.to ſhew them,* then 
and not before, will I undertake to! relate: what a di- 
ſtrated Myltitude thought, ſpeak, and-did;” who could 
not cell- what to Think::Speak or. Do 'that - might 
prove Succesful. There were old Men and Women, 
Children and Infants, . Women lyivg-In, others full of 
the Small-Pox: (which had. been much: in Town) 'Mo- 
thers that gave-Suck..,' What could this helpleſs Mult 
titude do. Whither could they creeporrun {2-— The 
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conſuming Fire it, ſelf brought-i certain -News. that.it 


was coming. The Fire and. Wind,” cried Fe,:and 
did drown the Peoples Cries, and the hideous: fonnd 
of Bells.— Oh the confuſion of Language, Thoughts, 


and Adtions of a ſurprized People !- how-quiet and 


ſecure were they but a little while before © Some were 
calling upon God, ſanctifying themſelves and all they 
had, committing Themſelves and their -Aﬀairs - to 
Him ; ſome preparing their Goods for ' Loxdon, - others 
ready tofit down to Dinner, and behold a Cry, Fire, 
Fire: Clouds of Smoak, Pillars and Sheets of Fire 
covering the Face of Heaven / Fire in the Weſt, that 
had left but few Houſes or Pieces to ſtand; Fire in the 
Eaſt that carried all before it, and ip every Quarter, 
and the Body of the Town hemn'd inwith Fire; and the 
ſtately Tower of the great Church turned intoa Chim- 
ney, ſucking and drawing up the Fire and Smoak from 
within it, and diſcharging them outagain- in a mighty 
Body. What 2 ſight was this to have pleaſed a Nero? 
or ſuch as muſt be Roway, or think they are not Chri- 
ftian? oo | 

- : Whata Change was here by five, by four, yea, by 
three and'two of the Clock How long are many Hands 
in rearing and adorning one Houſe © Northampton was 
raiſed to its late Perfetion at the Expence of many 
Generations, one adding to another; bur if the Great 
God ſpeak to the Fire, Burn, and to the Wind, Blow it, 
a few Hours are time enough to Demolich itz - How ter- 
Tible is God in his Judgments © How impoſſible is it 
for me to feel my ſelf in the condition of a People ba- 
niſhed, 46 Aris & Focis, turned outof Doors, and as 
it were Excommunicated their Church © Bue whither 
were they gone © Into the Fields, and whicher elſe 
they could, ſome one way, and ſome another, Great 
| = Wh £ was 


=. 
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was the.care of'Pepple over little-ones, and ſuch as 


:could not well eſcape -themſclyes; and the waky Pro- 


vidence had diſpoſed, of them in {afety, though they 
knew not where to find one another. When the 
-worſt was come, the Wife's Jointure, - and the Child's 
Portion, andthe Eſtate which was wont to maintain 

m; was exhauſted that Expenſive Day: how haſtily 
did they weave-up and dowy, making inquiries after 
one another ; ſome wanting 'words to tell, you who 
they ſought for, and. others at the ſame loſs to tell 
them tidings! How they looked and wrung their hands 
they themſelves cannot tell us now... What reſt could 
Parents take that Night, miſſing their Children? Some 
had wandred into neighbouring Villages, where they 
had never been before, and were not heard of till next 
day. Who can conceive the ſadneſs till they found our 


their Relations * And when they met, whocan expreſs 


the- Joy. that they were alive? although-many had 
not feſt them wherewith to refreſk.them, feed them, 
cloath them, or wherein to lodg that Night, But God 
remembred Mercy ! The Gentry who were preſerved in - 
the Town, and near it, and others to their power, 
turned their Honſes into Inns and Hoſpitals and 
Ware-Houſes, to refreſh and comfort their diſtreſſed 
Neighbours, © And now after that God had Smoaked 
them out, he was pleaſed co Hive them in, many Fa- 
milies crouded into one Houſe , and eating that lit- 
tle the Fire had lefc of their ſtocks, till the compaſſi- 
onate Neighbourhood could ſend in Proviſions, And 


-- now having followed them from their own,iato ſtrange 


and uneaſy Lodgings, I ſhut up my diſcourſe, and lead 
you to view. the condition of that ruin'd Town as it 
was found next day. 


Sir 


CCCCCC CC CE 
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Lies che Thee Gia hdd your thenthc rent dful Firethat Niphe; y6u - 
122” right have gueſſed what a place you were ikeo/ find 

lay. mygat . | SES 5 ng "P51 ping a. 

it next Morin - butireally, I could nothave imagini- 
ed it to be ſo ſoon! reduced fo unlike ir ſelf ! 'Nex 
Morning you-might have ſcen the late Dwellers come 

to ſee'whay was tefeorhern Oh ! how ſtrangely: were | 
they changed !-Poor frighted, tired and amazed Mev, 
how were their [Faces changed?! They" looked as" if 
- they had come from under-Ground, out'of Mines and 
Cole:Pits,, They looked not -only” like Men that-had 

loſt their Reſt,bue ſpent with Cares and Faſting,ſcorch- * 
edwith” Hear,' and-broken with Diſtractions ! Dirry 
Faces; ſcalded Eyes,” and their Eye-laſhes hung wit 

Mortar: made of Tears and Duſt blown into them.” In 
the Afternoon you might fee neither Town nor 
Towns-Men ſcarce, but Ruines inſtead of orderly 
fles and Streets, and Strangers come in to view ther, 
Inhabitaiies-were-gone, ſome to ſearch 'ſulpitious 
Houſes for loſt Goods, others to get together ſome 
ends of ſomerhing thatwas lefe, or to ſeek out 'new 
Lodging for thelt afflied Families) Others watching 
their Goods, till help could come tocarry them away, 


Very few could 'tell me what was left, - befides thicit 


- _ 


Lives, anda Charge tomaintain.” | 
The firſt Obſeryation I made, was upon the Beha-" 
viour of Men, and I found them apt to Fears, ſenfible 
of the Hand of Gpd, Calm, and'\thankful for their 
ERS et Rn 9 
My next Obſervation: was upon the Ruines, and 
when I have ſaid all I can ſay of them, *tis this, that 
they were Ruines. - Nothing ſtanding above the Cel- 
fars' that-was combuſtible; which was not eithet burnt 
or burning down to Aſhes. No*Timber left, from 
great Beams, even to Cheeks of Doors and and oh 
tels, 


C15.) 
When Gad, compared his People to.an, uſeleſs 


tyls.. 
Vine—HBchold ic is caſt into; the Fire ip Fug s Pack 


Fire devouxeth both the ends of it,- and of; it 
is burnt: . is it meet for any wark 2 Even ſv. Fid" Fg 
hundreds. of Houſes, and the belt in the -princi 
Streets of Northampton: I hope he will deal graciouſ- 
ly with the Men, and make them a fruitful Vine, ha- 


ye Ig. 


ving prun'd and purg'd chem. What wasto be ſeen - 


2bove Ground, but a few Fconts of Stone, Particion- 
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onthe C 
Fo And. for ſeveral pa 4 _ 


whoſe: Epichite is, The Dreadful age Joan 
this,..d0 (ay,this was the more furious. er Ikea 


Ly Hg ; 


ip-its, [ Pxpportiony,..: i 051: 
ThasSrngentssl2cyouamay believe the Fi 6 


loſes were very! great i; but 36 you, will give me leave; 
will: thew. you. whay, m; Ut Cant {ur F Firſt, 


What made 
? the loſs ſo 


A —_— years being. bad for: ,. and Fulel grew 


dear, :they: meeeg|maſiaysof al EI, ow 


mjergumne;and g FREY. ,At.mader T his 

was a time: 4 lg fas this.,.an $64 ks Wins 
' It was one patt of 'the providence of, N ſen, 
tolayin ſomethin ing powards 4 wet and dear Th ery ina 
hey:wac cram'd full; and noyy 1 "hat 


— forſururovime, was conſumed iy! one day, 


 befare they wh cam'd thei Heaps. 


"Secondly, 
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5) 
Secondly, As the Towns was ful'of Fuel, ſoTrades: 
men were full of Goods. They. had newly furniſh- 
ed themfelves with the Commodities of Sturbridg-Fair. 
Befides that, 'Tome had: taken the advantages of the 
cheapneſs of all ſorts of Wares and Goods, and 'of 
Carriage, and laid out as far as their Stocks would 
reach; in hopes of a ſtirring Market : and many, if not 
all or moſt,” had ſtored themſelves for their Winter- 
Trade, "And as the Shopkeeper could not be fuller, ſo 


| neither the Innkeeper; nor Husbandman: and ſuch as 


laid'in their Crops for Malt, were very full; and none 
had any time to make returns. From this Conſideration 
ſore may* Tteagily ipfer, that-others that: gave theny 
Credit myit ole, br - hazard with then; This is nor: 
unlikely.” But it will be found that che loſs is heavy: 
upon t emalone, and apart; For, 1.'As few of theny - 
traded ypo n'Credit, as- any .Town-can befound todo; 
| Act rade was but a home-Trade,- (I except the: 
Watnaker. and Hoſjer) and' wary and pruden Men 
Gps, 1efs at the compaſs of it; and/ their prudetice 
ry au? NP the neem. made they had,the ru loo 
y 1 . As few Men failed and broke in 
Ra _ ER any Town'of its Dimenſions, (and 


bh Df Clan: as few loſt by dealiog with _—_ ws; ; 


rgument ©! their dexterity, inordering 
*; 7 Cnatl Trade; to live © decentl m—_ 6,” plentifully. 
as they did. ,, 4: Many of: them-had plentiful Eſtates 
in Houſes:that brought'in good Rent, atd many'li- 
ved in their ova, Lirebyt their Loſſes fall heavily up- 
bn thethfelves:' bur the wiſe God thought no leſs c- 


"Print, The Tolrtmeacal cauſes of this fad Deſo-: 
tirion,wet! ; He BR 'of rhe' Weather; the violence: 


of the Wind, which was- 4 Fiſt Chariot for the All- 


ſubduing 
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EN days; are ſent back 


World anew, ordriven to Endit1 in alow 
efome fow "are 


wh NE qt 


i: beſide 
above yoo. 
Families did divell, And theſe Modtigetits of 

y ſtand" in the mg. emp T0vp; 8 


| that the reſt 
be bronghrto vines fo hon 2 time, Some fey 
Houſes remain narhe ur Srover, hand 


velven p Wider.” But now Do Poor re 
wer fince the Fire fell into their Quar- 
| ow tay wg! the Walls'fo "the 


RESTS #reJexcept Fuck a5got in- 
” iieheeche Fir forced them, Shither 


WF God's 


JO ono 
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lodances >. ®, 16:5 4 } 

| '% DIET ils abies d 10 low 
. $egondly, og Ho chels Coltomensthe 
man mill 10 bis Marker, andthe Landlord mui tall his 
if Norohampront be not relieved. ; \ Fe#-moze, rhany 2 Man anuft 8 
bis Child aTiade; 
it; cannot welt Deeps 
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bes it was Teafonable corhivins Relief ſemt in. 


my : 
Meet oh 
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had aglut,: bungbe: 
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The Mayor ſcat Meſſen heard che Noble- 


Men and Geatlemen. the F | 

diſtreſſed condition in hens _ = 

Saturday wing} the dreadfal, Firez:the Ri 

the Eazl of: ; Revotderofichei Town: three LatdS '2-1e/ ſcar in, 
Sir Richard Roinsgfard, one of- nr of m——_ A Conſultation 
Seven or the of the Noble. 
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Peace —_— 


tion t9-emoPapers, 40:f 
Wh Me Mem end onde pms fond 
ſums ſet dom; onty- or; Dames: The :one” was to- 
wards the Re- ; pry: the other was for the 
| | Aunn) 
| & tht: Poor; nad -ochex-"uits-of the 

Ss eff 16219 E 01; yarn god titel i k 
They:named, Rebodt 


(pr Bleue Tee; Hewy Edmond, 3-36 Farmas 
Ne 7 Za Treafireg! 0! hk 
Several 


Bovine hs were* uns * poly the- News 


:0fqhei Drcadfal rag. i Copier by ch&/Uni- 
0 thing vile 


of but nor received, 
rehe) hi yes villaþe|' and" "ptivato 
ans: all which-come td about 3000. Poatit.! 
1/:(Theſe ſeveral: Suras:of) Medy* wert ' paid' it 
- of aZibert| wt cs vlivkig 46+ Town'-! Who withithe 6- 
anade- ia very feaforiable Difteſbution 
of a great Ro among the Suffererss? Fherdint they has? a re- 
— 6 <hake; Trades; rid 116- Air! Condi- 
om\ Phist\was-« <titficly Afiftancc 
an To fits Nrike "op Sheds and 
ad ©. culeegio {ome Wincer-Proviſions.(”'In _ Di- 
drlgned xo: prefirre the Rocd; tor in 
ro ? ſet: Trade owioory *to& help 
| "Beſides ; "they tool 'Ordet "10? Ron 4 great 
Seeich:of: Coal , ro tbe Tetved out” to; the: s at "their 
necdiin the - epponcing Witter,” | They” dicbarſed Mony to 
epi he-Pariſh to - = _ I ——_ hſtly, 
- and. arc C y* it obr t6 "we 
in, who i \bare- Walls without's 

- The _ —_— Pains, _— tenderneſs of theſe gh Ge 
tletnpo - the : 'f 

te 


A d;ftributi jon * 
made. 


| eter and Forouts 


he wore: punBaat'n h@'r | \ Wyre 
Aifp.the:Reporesdf-xaſt-Satns ſaid co-de' i and be- 


. ſales Tramy;;other Reaſojis,| to tricouregs” Hiberal g 
- AQts' kelley, Oey the Treafry' ſo well 
_  - ghipenſad4 both. depoſiredinto,/and ip by the/hunds of 


lity,: Eats, and In 
There 'was about fix ' nv frotn feverdto Parſons 'of 
Quolity;1 964 others Der Cena. w _— wid © "earchully 
q' thuted;accofding to DEISE 
| —_ Cmatend nible benchecnee of rhe te 3.7 PONY and 
| the kind and Chriftian-Expreſſion | of 1:ove:made by Chrporati- 
{Ml .- ons apd Villages:40.Nert &bu, though bur a 
ſmall beginning to. a great many, (nor the whole ex&tding 


wag of 7"* the loſs of ot one arews. wiſed hb Minds*6fma- 
gs ph oY» ſo that there” is :hepe heps in Naubuppirs iv Igue vhete 


Town.  $$-4 are 


; "ee vfitunids 


as far 2s 
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) 
: == the Life of ivin- (amgand 


ven, toa Ro under a Tm "un The firſt is, chat this<s- 
Aamityisfallen upon them'in a year of Plenty. » Had it fallen 
- upon thew/in-one of the years paſt, many 'that wete glad of a 
picee.of Bread,: muſt have periſhed for want- of| Breads Lon- - 
ts conſumed it, after a Plague, ' in :a time»of 'Warg the 
{Nation under Taxes: Northampton hath the! odds. in-this, that 
ithe is 'fallen, when a Nation may the better raiſe her.ups _ 1 
+ The ſecond ſweet and reviving providence is,that ſecond Surn- 
mer which God was pleaſedto give us He ſaid toan approach- 
ing Wintcr, .. Keep off a while. © He hath given” a Midſunmer- 


.{time. after ;Michaelwas. He ſaid to the Sun, ſhine thou fill. 


..1 What a' Mercy hath' this been 'to+ poor: Northampton ! B 
.the fayour'of the” Weather abundance” Ly Coal came in, Se 
, above —_—_— ileg ) and as' cheap'as in 
Summer. A dreadfal Fire had done (enough to Starve them, 
om—_ their- +” Srackg in "Heaps; but the Sun: continuing 
eee chem, by bringing Firing tq them; which 
be better: ſpent. What the deſtroyed; the'Sun 
eclired. Thus God-doth corre& and take into hisArms 1 Ju- 
riddance, but Mercy made hafte 
goodneſs of the: Sedfowr all ſorts of Mate- 
came whiRling in (the-Carter meeting with 
| to puthim'out of Tune.) Yea,-Deal scame 
at is [ow/or lower 'Retes- than Country-Aſh. 
By.chis means Workmen came in, go on, not ny beaten off 
with Weather. 

By. this. 'rheans raw Walls, new-Sawn -and unſeaſon'd 
Boards, have been aifed* and feaſoned ; by this means: full 
Markets have: come in,%and'the Market-Man hathvnot felt the 
— Ck :. bad : avs No —_ himſelf and Horſes. 

this -means' ' Nors ton"is brought u a 
licfle Fe Ruines, = her New-Buildings to he 
Bantbolomew-Fair. And' if this' Poſture I ſhall leave it, pray- 
ing! heartily, that God' woiild ſpcak to' Northampton, It- ſhall 
be: baile 3 -and-itake- pheaſUre-+ wok thee! ow "diftreiſhd- People, 
and their DReuÞ. ol is a 

ie 10200 5 S013 chic © } 


Obſervations 


Such as feared God and wrought Righit 


(22) 


 -And-now, Sir, there remairis but the laſt gazt ofchi ods 
&pors the Fire. and Lwilt: relieve your” Patience: by @ Oz NI 4 you 


Obſervations upon, '0r .rathiex-draven'' from; }Mis | , 
Righteous Providence,”whioh' ſpeaks to other Places \wich'!a 
1+ bt tixth pleaſed God to ftrike at all Conditions. of Perſons, 
and all the Sins of the Town. He hath; in great Mercy paſſed 
over the -Hbuſes: of many of 'the Gentry, who, !lived chere for 
theix-own Pleaſure or Conveniency, which bath proved a great 
Relicf co\ many of the Diſtreſſed: Neighbours”, 'but many-' of 
that Quatity- do: alſo bear their ſhare 'of Los and: Trouble: 
defire not tobe Critical or Cenſorious. God took in /alltoge- 
ther, the Righteous and the Wicked fare alike, though for: dif- 
ferent Ends : bt hath happened to the-Good, +toimake. theivi bet- 
ter,. with a gracious: Deſign, no. dobbt':: And: to" the'! Wicked. 
God daith, Wby will you Die #\ He ftretcheth out his Haid to 
chem 3 but: if they/ turn not 5 he: hath whet- his Sword, &c. 
The Long-(uffering of God, (which - waited but till. the 
doth wair for their Repentance after the Fire, -O that they 
would flie from Wrath to come! There were and arc in Nov- 
thampton good Figs, very good : (Such as'gbey eyery Ordindhce 
of Man for the Lord's ſake, whether the Ki ryp_rowtn 


good Figs. were to go to'Captivity , __— 
through a Burning "Furnace. And there"were: very naughty 
Figs, evil, very evil, that cannot be eaten. - And ſo much the 
worſe, becauſe God ame [expeRing Fryit, having long 
been a- Husbandman to” it, and more eſpecially to that Pariſh, 
that is almoſt totalUy defiroyed. God hath diminiſhed two other 
Pariſhes, (St. Peter's (Is it nota little one? ) js ſpared entire.) 
there was iniquity in thoſe Skirts : But why God ſhould iretch 
out his Hand with a flaming Sword over Al-ballows, more than. 
others, I'can give no other Reaſon, but that of the Prophet; 
You have I known of all the Familics of the Earth, therefose 
will I Puuiſh you for your Iriquiziesr. They bave been! better 
Taught than others, and made the chief Pariſh in Town, God 
{ent to them Prophets, and Wiſe-NMen, and Scribes » he bath 
been a Reprover of them atl, Few Pariſhes” perhaps (I am ſure 
I-know but few) that have had fuch-Labourers as they for Five 
Succeſſions. Security, Luke-warmneſs, and bearing them. that 
are Evil, are the Sins that God took worſe from Magifſirates aud 

Pco- 


A, 
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4 _ 7 ( 2 $io® 

| ſn other Towns. How. hath che Spirit of God fri- 
vin with tham.and within this. Year ? They kuow the roccafion. 
And Fools that make a mock of Sin, may now believe,” thas.God 
can be in Earneſt... O Lord, Laugh not at their Gahmity, 
who haye ſet at:nanght thy .Counſcl, and-would none of thy 
Reproof 5: and let them not be as Dro(s in the Furnace. —-. _. 

"2. :God bath dealt with Northompron: in this ;Fire, mixing 
Mercy with ] nt, 25 in other Pxovidences:;., Hete is Mercy » 
and Judgment, Patience aod-[Fury, How ſhall I giye- thee up 
Epbraim ? 8c. "He hath- made their Houſes like Adme 3 but to 
the People, he ſaith, Yet how. ſhall I give thee up ?- Some that 
T_—_ yep Fellowſhip with groſs works of Darkneſs had 
a long time -of Languiſhing . and Repentance, and gave. Signs 
of it, di and "node week But OI 
went on. . 'How then? Have ſome eſcaped? What Execution 
hath God doye in the Face of. the World, in open Strects ? Night- - 
walking, boldneſs in Sin,, Sweating and Drunkenneſs punithed- 
in open Sercets, by ſudden Death- Remember Lots Wite. Re» 
membes 5's. F*s,/0's. Wife... There was Mercy, aud here Judg- 
ments: Of Conforts and, Cyumpanions, thae Grind in the ſame 
Mill of Siq-,: 9ne:ſhzl] betaker, and-anotherjeft. | + 
n "3c Fong Hand that kindled this Dreadfal Fire, 

I ebſerve, that they who eſcape deſerved Punilhments,.may be 
juſly made the. unhappy. Inſtruments. of puniſhing thoſe: that 
ſhould-baye been julily ſevere with-them. And-it may give no- 
tice tb Magiſtrates, to look after the Skirts, the Back. Lanes of ' 
their Towns, 'that Tniquity lodg not. there—— The Cages of _ 
unclean Pirds may .bring| whole Fowns toRuine. | 
' 4+ It is Marvellous that a Fire; breaking out at. Noon-day "1T Þe# 
ſhould get ſo much firength in ſo ſhort a time, conſume lo uy 2 | 

q Eight Eight Perſing« 


Goods) and Houſes yea, itake away ſo.many. Li 


ives, 4s. 
Perſonr; | And on the contrary,-/it ſeerns 40 me wonderful 7 Ger 1w0W%- 
cys that ſo few periſbed-in the Fije, when. I coplider with what 3% 2n4s 


mighty ſireami-and forge the; Fire and Wivd came. on in ſome young Tourh- 
narrow Paſſages 3. that many People were Spent and Faint, their Aled & rhe... 
Spirits ſpene, their Eyes ceo , or blinddd with Duſt and/; of « fack 
Smoak ; that ſome Houſes fell down when Perſons were run- £,., 9 
ning by fo»-L.ife 3\ and chat many had no other Paſſage open to fly” 
for theis Lives, but by venturing cloſe by* raging Fire. And: 
here Þ may add, what I received from a very worthy Friend, 


that he ſaw a Country-Fellow bridg up a Barrel of _— | 
- 2s... 
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£ & it wit s} 
fo. hr TED have been bios: Death, aud the Death 
of hairy others. - | 1 30 9 
5. Whereas forne' may look upon this acitells lng; and 
oth to To-great a Miſchief Over. lights and Negles of 
fe, Iearinor but: fre; Plot of may conſpiring -Cir- 
| eutytfances, by all-}aid'by che Holy,” JuQ;” Wiſe; and 'Alfohite 
Eord, 'bot bol' Puntfhtbonr, Gorton? add Frial. 14 wit 
Bo its readify-accur. ' Thar the-Wirid (hoald firfo full © 
upon ke tte part -of 'the Town, that the Fire ſhould- kindle _ 
Serect ſo-combuſtible; far from Help (peedily to Suppreſs' ir;” fo 
Eee pen the principd) Places 'of the Towns! ' fovild 
the Eat ine very little whiley that the feat  oficle 
. Fow v4 "6 I _ te 
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